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Spr in g Spor t s - Br an don Weiss
It's spring and new athletics are underway as it's time for baseball,
track and field, and good ol' softball. Most teams are hungry; war
dogs with long experience doing these sports, and some newcomers
get a schooling.
Softball: On March 30th, the girls carried home the victory against
Sebring, making them 1-0 to start the season. The girls were
supposed to have another game on Tuesday, April 5th, against
Jackson Milton, but it was canceled. Senior Lucia Wolford said that
they have a lot of younger girls that have joined the team, and if the
team ever got a chance to play a game that has not been canceled,
they would do good. She
also added that there
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Tr ack and Field: The first two meets were canceled for the track teams,
which is devastating, but we can't do anything about the weather. On
Saturday, April 2nd, the track team was going to have an invitational at
Western Reserve, but that ended up being canceled and moved to our home
field. So on Tuesday, April 5th, the track team met over at Jackson Milton
with Western Reserve and Springfield Local. Then, on Saturday, April 9th,
the team had an invitational at East Palestine. Senior shot and discus
thrower Dante Mediati is ready and pumped for his senior track season
even though they have missed out on some meets, but that doesn't stop
Meeds. He says that the team is hungry and ready to throw against the other
school they compete against, so good luck, Devils.
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Pr eppin g f or St at e Test s
By: M ack en zie Regelm an
We?re nearing the end of the school year, which
indicates many things. Seniors are graduating, class
officers are being picked for the next school year, and
state testing is coming in full force. When getting ready
for a state test there are a few things you should keep in
mind.
Number one: Don?t be the person who doesn?t try.
Whether you finish early or not, you aren't allowed to
leave until the test is completely over. So, if you finish in
A gr ou p of soph om or es w or k t oget h er an d
twenty minutes you don't get to go back to study hall,
you just sit in the testing area. You also aren't allowed to st u dy f or geom et r y.
have your Chromebook open, after you turn in the test,
so you can't play computer games. So make sure you use the strategies that teachers have been
stressing all year.
Do the questions you know first, use RACE format, and make educated guesses when you really
don't know the answer. Michael Porter said, "Geometry was
definitely the hardest, but Mrs. Ifft helped us prepare by giving
study guides leading up to it." Teachers give these kinds of
things for a reason, make an actual attempt on them and ask
questions on things that still aren't making sense.

A ju n ior st u dies f or h er u pcom in g
gover n m en t st at e t est .

Number two: Make sure you hit the graduation requirements.
Some tests such as Government and Biology are used to get
seals for graduation. The Biology test goes towards the science
seal, and the Government test goes towards the citizenship
seal. It?s important to understand that, no matter what, you
must take the tests. Even if you don?t come to school that day,
they will make time in your schedule so that you can do it.
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Number three: You should make sure that you?re in the right mindset to take the test. Brooklyn Bokan said, "I
always made sure to get a good breakfast and wake up a little bit earlier to make sure I?m ready." Everyone has
heard that it?s important to get a good night of sleep, at least eight hours. But have you heard about the
two-nights rule? It says that the sleep you get two nights before is even more important, so if your test is on
Monday make sure that Saturday night you get closer to 9 hours and Sunday night you get at least 8.
Number four: Use the tests to your advantage. For example, if you?re struggling with geometry, now
would be a great time to ask Mrs. Ifft for extra help during your study halls because a lot of her classes would be
out testing. Not only that, but most teachers don?t assign as much homework because of the longer periods, so
you?d have more time to work on any topics you struggle with outside of school too. That?s not the only thing to
take advantage of though, every test day McDonald provides a breakfast before school. This year it was
brownies, cinnamon rolls, cereal bars, chocolate milk, and orange juice.

McDonald, Br iefly
By: Mir r yn Hobbs and Veda Agler
The English Festival was held on the campus of YSU April 6th and
7th. Freshman Zoey Schneiter received first place in Impromptu
Writing, where she had 50 minutes to craft a response to a
prompt she did not see ahead of time. In the "Not So Trivial
Pursuit" event, Emily Rakich and James Matig scored 3rd place
while Leah Parise scored 2nd place. In the "I Heart Limericks"
event, Zoe Beard, Zoe Schneiter, and Sienna Gravity received 2nd
place and Jenna Helco scored first place! Brianna McCombs
received first place in Writing Games. Finally, Ava Kuntz received
an honorable mention in the Journalism event. Congratulations
students!

Senior Ryan Henry signed to YSU on Monday, the 4th of
April. He plans to continue his throwing career for YSU
track and field. Family and friends gathered around to
watch and support him at the high school.
Congratulations, Ryan!

On Thursday April 7th, several students got to shadow
professionals such as educators, administrators, lawyers,
and community engagement volunteers. Students learned
the responsibility it takes to lead through first-hand
experiences. Each student could choose who to shadow.
This will help these students recognize the responsibility of
what it takes to be in a professional career one day.
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Is Idealism Naive?
By: Han n ah Wer le
Idealism is a philosophical concept that came about as
epistemology, the study of knowledge--and how we know--took shape.
This concept, roughly originating in the eighteenth century, generally
concludes that what we, as thinkers, know about the world and reality
ultimately originates in the mind. Along with concepts such as
rationalism, pragmatism, and empiricism, idealism is a hypothesis of
how our minds compute the world around us. Idealism did not begin
as a synonym for optimism, but rather just as an explanation for how
we know what exists. Picture, "I think, therefore I am" type discussions.
Overtime, the concept of idealism evolved into what we see
it as today. The common definition for an idealist now is someone who
guides themselves by their ideas and beliefs rather than by logical,
practical decision making. Based on this more colloquial definition, it is
easy to see why idealism and naivete are used interchangeably.
You may have heard a phrase akin to "youthful idealism",
referring to the general hopefulness that children, teens, and young
adults have about their future, at an individual to global scale. The
general understanding about idealism concludes that it is not practical.
Everyone wants to believe in a world or situation that just works out
perfectly, but more times than not, pragmatists win the day-"Pragmatists" being used as the opposition to idealists, not as a
philosophical theory.
Despite the connotations of being unrealistic, I am a firm believer in idealism. I would agree that
"hoping for the best" is a naive policy, but I don't think this should be how we define idealism. Idealism
paired with action and persistence is the only way for progress to happen.
Sure, idealism that hopes for massive, immediate change may be naive. However, I've found that the
current definition of pragmatism can often be used as an excuse for laziness. "Well, the desire to change this
[insert societal/systemic problem of your choosing] is just idealism. It's naive," said every self-proclaimed
pragmatist--or at least non-idealist. Bonus points if they offer an alternative solution, though.
Idealism is not, and cannot, be only for the youth. The
youth should have to wait for those in power or to inherit the
power themselves to enact change. MLK's "I Have a Dream"
speech was a perfect embodiment of idealism. That idealism
lead to revolutionary moments that we still learn in
classrooms today. The colonists turned revolutionaries who
formed our country? Idealists.
The philosophy behind these concepts aside, isn't it
better to be an idealist that takes action than a pragmatist
that sits on the sidelines?
Definitions and background are sourced from the
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Google's dictionary feature, and my YSU Intro to Philosophy professor.
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Gam e Review - Rec Room
Rec Room is
a free game that requires
an internet connection to
play. The game is VR
compatible but could be
played on your phone,
console, or PC. Rec Room
is a social, kid-friendly
game that allows you to
play games, go on quests,
create your own room,
and customize your
character. There is
in-game currency which
can be earned by playing
games, or spending real life money. Time to review this
game.
The game has a lot to do. There's
paintball, laser tag, disc golf, and more! If you're willing
to make your own, they made a maker pen which allows
you to draw and create items for free (minus the
community inventions). The game in general is kid
friendly and allows the player to create any sort of thing
they want (as long as it follows the 5-rule code of
conduct.)
So what do I like or dislike about
this game? The game is filled to the brim with
user-created things, so some is bound to be badly
designed, but most on the front page when you start the

By: Qu in t in Bell

game are hand-picked and are usually some of the best
to play. This means some nice variety with content that
is player vs player, as well as co-op games, and much
more.
However, there is going to be more negatives
than positives for this one. For instance, there are
repercussions for allowing anyone to make anything.
This usually results in horrible builds, bad design, and
even TOS breaking stuff. Luckily, there is a private button
to play by yourself, but if it's a multiplayer game, there is
most likely no way you can start the game. Some games
are even unplayable in private instances.
Rec Room overall could use a bit better
moderation in terms of toxicity and room creation. There
are certain times where this cannot be helped, but there
is next to none. The game could also use a better Age
verification tool other than stating your birthday. This is
obviously not a huge
concern, but It rather is
annoying. This means it
is important to practice
the good digital
citizenship discussed in
a previous issue of The
Villager.
Rec Room, for me,
would be rated a 7/10.
Improvements can be
made, but it is alright.

Hor oscopes- Pisces (Febr u ar y 19-M ar ch 20)
By: Qu in t in Bell
Lu ck y Nu m ber s: 3, 9, 12, 15, 18, 24
Elem en t : Water
Color : Seafoam Green
Day: Thursday
Weak n ess: Fearful, overly
trusting, sad, desire to escape
Ru ler : Neptune
reality, can be a victim or a
martyr
St r en gt h s: Compassionate,
artistic, intuitive, gentle, wise,
musical
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Pisces Lik es: Being alone,
love, sleeping, music,
romance, swimming, spiritual
themes
Pisces Dislik es: Know-it-alls,
being criticized, the past
coming back to haunt, cruelty
of any kind
Af f ir m at ion : "I Easily Ground Myself In
The Present Moment."
Over all: A person who is a Pisces has many unique traits when it comes to personality. While they are
compassionate, they are fearful. while they are wise, they are gullible. While they are gentle, they are
sad. Pisces are regarded for being among the most sympathetic of the zodiac signs, and they will go to
great lengths to ensure the happiness of those around them. Pisces energy leans heart over head.
Sou r ce:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pisces_(astrology)

The Tr uman Show: Living in a Lie
The Truman Show, a film released in 1998, stars
popular actor Jim Carrey, who is well known for his

By: M ir r yn Hobbs

The beautiful sky was indeed too good to be
true. A staircase that leads to a door finally opens up

comedic skills in several films. However, The Truman

Truman?s realization. His

Show revealed Carrey?s ability to act in a more serious

entire life has been a lie.

and dramatic manner.

From childhood to

The film is set in a town that seems completely

adulthood, people all

perfect. Truman lives in a beautiful house with a

around the world have been

put-together life and a happy relationship.

watching Truman navigate
his perfectly scripted life. All

After some time, Truman slowly realizes things

the friends, coworkers, and

are repeating themselves. He can?t help but notice his

relationships he knew were

wife?s strange obsession with new purchases and

all simply actors. Truman

items. Familiar cars, bicycles, and people make the

closes off the film by exiting

same route over and over. Could it just be a

the door with his signature

coincidence? Eventually, Truman faces an extreme fear
and rows out onto the ocean in a boat. He receives a
feeling of euphoria from the fresh air, the smell of the
sea, and the waves rushing the boat.
However, his happiness is quickly stopped by an
unforgiving storm. High waves crash into the boat and
fill it with water. Truman fears for his life but continues
to fight.

phrase, ?In case I don?t see ya, good afternoon, good
evening, and good night?. People cheer as they watch
him finally escape this nightmare.
I think this film is amazing. The ending is very
bittersweet and almost haunting. Yes, Truman escapes,
but how will he face the difficulties of the real world?
Jim Carrey is a favorite actor of mine and I think this
was one of his best movies. If you?re interested in a

Then it happens. The skies clear and paint the
world in an almost too perfect shade of blue.

more futuristic and dramatic plot, this movie is a great
option.
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Ocean s or M ou n t ain s? By: Veda Agler
Out of 20 students, eighteen students picked the ocean and Junior
Mariah Leskovac was among them who chose the warmer weather. She said,
"The warmer weather has always been my favorite and I will always choose to
be at the beach over anything else." She added, "I love to swim in the ocean and
also love to relax and maybe sleep on the beach." Out of those who picked
mountains, they were able to understand because they always go to the beach
every year and they appreciate why it's a great vacation spot. They would just
like to have a change in vacation spots and be able to visit other places.

Only two students chose mountains as their favorite. Junior Nolan Agler
was one of the two students and said, "Mountains are my favorite because I have
traveled to the ocean many times and I would love to go to the mountains to see
the beautiful landscape." He added, "Even during the night skies the mountains
are pretty, and I hope to one day get to say I have been to a mountain." Others
who chose the beach said that the mountains are just too cold to travel to and
they would rather be warm at a beach. They added that the skies near the
mountains are prettier, but they are not as fun as the night life down near the
beaches.

Insur gent: A Looming War
Insurgent, book

By: M ir r yn Hobbs
Tris is captured along with several others and

number two of the

manages to escape with the help of Peter, her previous

popular Divergent series

enemy. I think this shows strong character

by Veronica Roth, takes

development, especially in this situation. Toward the

place after the battle. The

end, it is announced that the Amity is to open the fence

factions are desolate and

and allow re-population to commence. The book ends

broken down after the

in extreme suspense and leaves the reader curious as

killings.

to what happens next.

Tris, along with

I think this is a great series that shows an

Peter, Marcus, Tobias, and

interesting and futuristic idea. Tension continues to

Caleb, seeks refuge in the

grow as the books progress and lead to an inevitable

Amity sector. The Erudite and Dauntless are on the

war. Throughout the series, I had been waiting for the

lookout for the missing divergent. As they close in on

characters to escape the fence and experience the

Tris and the group, they quickly make their escape to

outside world. So, when it was finally clued in at the

the factionless sector to see Tobias?s mother. His

end of this book I was certainly excited for what was to

mother plans to join forces with them in order to take

come.

down the Erudite. Tris and Tobias arrive at the Candor
headquarters where fellow Dauntless are seeking
refuge. Eric, the leader of the traitors, arrives and
begins to shoot serum into the necks of each
Dauntless.

However, the beautiful world expected to be
outside of the fence is nowhere near what I had
expected. If Divergent was something that was
enjoyable, I suggest continuing the series with the next
book Insurgent.
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